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FROM THE EDITOR 
Now that we have all recovered from a tense battle for The Ashes which, while 
Australia could claim to have retained the coveted trophy as the result of the 
two-all drawn result, highlighted the fact that both the English and the Australian 
selectors will be searching for some competent opening bats during the coming 
seasons and prior to their next Test Match encounters. Hopefully, a couple of 
likely prospects will score a few runs in Australian domestic cricket before we 
must face the visiting Pakistan and New Zealand teams. 
But meanwhile, welcome to the 2019-20 Season and to Vol 26 of our 

Association Newsletter. Also welcome to 11 new CV Panel Members. We hope to bring you brief 
“Bios” for all of these new recruits in the first few issues and in this one you will be interested to 
read about Aneesh Shetye, Ian Fuller, Bharath Rao, Ashwin Kaware, Mandar Pimpalkhare, 
Vincent Calabro and Jessie Hulett. Jessie’s “Bio” appeared in Vol 25, Number 2 although she did 
not get to umpire at all last season. I am assured that she will be umpiring this season, so it 
seemed appropriate to introduce her to “Law 43” readers again. For those four recruits who have 
not yet sent me a “Bio”, may I urge you to do so. 
As in recent volumes, our President and Vice-President plan to alternate on the “Presidential 
Musings” column and to “start the ball rolling”, our President for the coming year, Alan McCarthy, 
has briefly summarised current Association news. For this first issue, on account of the business 
within the CV Umpiring Department, I am unable to bring you the regular column, “From the Desk 
of the Umpire & Coach Education Manager” and look forward to resuming this column in the 
October issue. But in its place, I am pleased to report on the recent success of Lisa McCabe, in 
being promoted to the CV Panel, in an article entitled, “Lisa McCabe Elevated to CV Umpiring 
Panel”. Some of you may have read reports on Lisa’s achievement, for example in “The Age” (30th 
August, 2019), where the details of Lisa’s CV umpiring were not entirely correct. So, I am pleased 
to be able to correct these details in this article. 
Following the “felling” of Steve Smith by a bouncer delivered by Jofra Archer during the third 
Ashes Test at Lord’s, I wonder how many of you have been questioned by your friends about the 
“legality” of such bouncers? The point that such deliveries should be ruled as “unfair” by an umpire 
has been argued to me by many friends who do not appreciate the law in a Test match that a 
bowler is permitted two “over-the-shoulder” deliveries per over before a “No-Ball” is called. Since 
this has proven to be such a topical issue since the Steve Smith incident, I thought readers would 
be interested in the article entitled “Bowlers Still Lauded for 96 mph Missiles Aimed at Their Rivals’ 
Heads” for which “The Times” writer, David Walsh, must be acknowledged. 
As with introducing our new Panel Members, it also seemed appropriate to summarise the 
membership of the Association Committee of Management for this coming season. At the same 
time, I should remind readers that articles on cricket or concerning other issues of interest to 
readers, are most welcome for publication in this your monthly Newsletter and should be sent to 
either the Secretary, Gerry Schembri (as mentioned at the bottom of page 2), or directly to me as 
an electronic file (email:  trevorf@unimelb.edu.au). 
In the final issue for last season, I invited any readers who were taking off-season holidays, to 
submit an article for the enjoyment and interest of other readers.  While I did receive a couple of 
promises, as yet I can only offer you the tale of Jill’s and my visit to Iceland.  I should be pleased 
to publish more “off-season holiday tales” as they are received. 

mailto:trevorf@unimelb.edu.au
mailto:trevorf@unimelb.edu.au
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I found the historical article “It Pays to Play the Game Fairly – ‘McLeod gets his revenge’” made 
interesting reading, so I trust you find it likewise. 
John Collins has suggested a new column for this season which I have entitled “Some John 
Collins’ Wisdom”.  While John has promised to maintain this column throughout this volume, I 
should be pleased to add the “wisdom” of any other reader to this column, should you care to 
submit something suitably wise!  Also, on this page, readers will find an advertisement for 
Association Items for Sale.  Indeed, should any reader wish to advertise his or her business in the 
pages of this widely-read Newsletter, we should be delighted to negotiate an appropriate fee for 
such service.  May we suggest $100.00 for a full-page advertisement and $50.00 for a half-page, 
with all proceeds going towards the VCAUSA. Such an advertisement should be sent to the 
Association Secretary. (Details at the bottom of page 2.) 
As promised in the Easter, 2019 Issue, under the heading “My Favourite Test Team”, I have 
named the players who received the most votes from those of you who sent a Team selection.  
While there were some equal numbers amongst your selections, I have ensured that the final team 
selection has a suitable balance of batters and bowlers in order to be “competitive in the Test 
Match arena”!  Again, many thanks to Tim Wendelken for the initial idea. 
Also, in the Easter Issue, we published “A Cricket Quiz” for which we promised to supply the 
answers in this first issue of Vol 26.  I am pleased to supply the answers, along with the Questions 
(in case you missed the Easter Issue) on page 19. 
The column “Macca’s Book Review” will continue throughout this volume and, as has been the 
case since Alan McCarthy suggested this column, I invite any reader to submit a review of a book 
which you have read recently. It may be a cricket book but then it may not, as is the case with 
Alan’s review of “It is BIG WEEK – The Biggest Air Battle of World War Two” by James Holland, in 
this issue. 

Trevor Finlayson 
---------------------------------------------------- 

SECOND WOMAN TO STAND IN FIRST US PLAYED MEN’S ODI 

West Indian umpire, Jacqueline Williams, will become the second women to stand in a men’s One-
Day International when the first match of that kind is played on United States’ soil on Friday (13th 
September, 2019).  She follows Australian Claire Polosak who was appointed to last April’s World 
Cricket League, Division 2 series final, between Namibia and Oman.  
Williams, who last week was in Scotland for a Women’s Twenty20 World Cup Qualifier series, and 
match referee David Jukes of England, have been named as the neutral officials for the six-match 
Men’s Cricket World Cup League 2 tri-series in Florida, which will involve Namibia, Papua New 
Guinea and the United States.  
Jukes is a member of the International Cricket Council’s second-tier International Panel of Match 
Referees and Williams is a member of the world body’s, third-tier, International Development 
Panel of Umpires.  The other so far unnamed umpires involved in the series will come from the 
United States.  

(from Playing the Game, Number 2901-144401, 11th September, 2019) 
----------------------------------------------------- 
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… AND THE PRESIDENT – PRESIDENTIAL MUSINGS 

Welcome to the season and to Premier Cricket.  We have new faces on the 
Committee of Management in Andrew Chatten and Kim Faulkner and Glenn 
Schache returns after an hiatus.  Rod McKinnon takes over the duties of 
Treasurer.  At our AGM on Tuesday, 20th August 2019, Life Membership was 
awarded to Eric Kelly, a loyal and willing servant of the VCAUSA over many 
years, assisting with events and always supporting his colleagues.  We said 
farewell to retiring committee members, John Richards, David Meagher and 
Treasurer, past President and Life Member, Trevor Finlayson.  John led our 
Crockett Shield team to victory with an inspiring batting effort last Easter and 
David, as a former umpire and now scorer for Fitzroy Doncaster, represented 

the interests of umpires and scorers.  Trevor has given many years of service to the VCAUSA and 
deserves the thanks of all members. 
With the Ashes secured and the AFL Grand Final almost here we watch the weather and the 
readiness of grounds for cricket.  Our first function of the season will be the Melbourne Cup Day 
Barbecue at the Carlton Cricket Club.  All members and their families are welcome to this free 
event, particularly our new panel members.  Please RSVP to the Secretary Gerry Schembri so 
that we can cater for you. 
At Easter 2021 we will be sending a team to Adelaide to play the South Australian Cricket Umpires 
and Scorers’ Association (SACUSA) for the 90th Anniversary of the Crockett Shield.  We currently 
hold the shield which is proudly displayed by the Tinetti family at Cricket Willow, Daylesford.  
SACUSA hold the Butler Trophy following their victory in the Finska family event last Easter.  Our 
mission starts now to retain the Crockett Shield and regain the Butler Trophy.  We will have social 
cricket matches during the season against the Australian Cricket Society and the Mount Waverley 
CC Veterans.  Let Vice-President, Tony Ventura, know of your availability. 
The VCAUSA provides certificates and awards to all umpires and scorers to recognise milestones 
and achievements.  These are funded by members for the benefit of all umpires and scorers.  
Check out the website or see a member of the committee to join the VCAUSA if you have not 
already done so.  What can you do to support your colleagues? 

Alan McCarthy 
----------------------------------------------------- 

A COUPLE OF CRICKET JOKES  

The Devil proposed a cricket match between Heaven and Hell.  Saint Peter smiled, “It wouldn’t be 
fair for we have all the cricketers.”  “Ah,” pointed out the Devil, “We have all the umpires.” 

The batsman played forward and pushed the ball slightly wide to mid-off.  
“No, no, no!” he yelled to the non- striker who was backing up.  
“You know,” said the other batsman as he grounded his bat, “you sound just like my girlfriend.” 

(Thanks to John Collins) 
------------------------------------------------------- 
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Another positive “Out” decision by 
Lisa McCabe (Picture courtesy of 
Cricket Victoria) 

LISA MCCABE ELEVATED TO CV UMPIRING PANEL 
Congratulations to Lisa McCabe who, after only her second year on the Cricket Victoria Premier 
Cricket Umpiring Panel, has been named on the CV Panel.  She becomes the first woman to be 
elevated to this group of umpires. 
Lisa, who works as a Chef in Bendigo, began her umpiring career in the Bendigo District Cricket 
Association where she also created history by becoming the first female to officiate in a senior 
match.  While she had not played the game herself, she admits that she grew up “watching her 
brother play cricket” and was also encouraged to watch the game by her late grandmother. 
She was recruited to the Premier Cricket panel in season 2017-
18 and initially, partly on account of her duties as a Chef in 
Bendigo, only officiated in Premier Women’s matches, most of 
which are played on Sundays.  However, midway through the 
2017-18 season, she was selected to officiate in the Interstate 
Under-18 Women’s Carnival held in Canberra, being the first 
Victorian woman to do so. During this carnival Lisa was 
mentored by Claire Polosak, an established female umpire from 
New South Wales, who advised Lisa to take on appointments to 
Premier Men’s cricket, which she did on returning from the 
Interstate Carnival, 
Indeed, I recall being appointed to umpire with Lisa for her first 
Premier Men’s match.  It was a 4th Grade game at Schramms 
Reserve between Fitzroy Doncaster and Melbourne University on 
17th and 24th February, 2018. She admitted to me as we took to 
the field on Day 1, that she was “very nervous” and even confessed the same to me after she 
gave her first “Out” decision.  I must admit that I have no idea how each of the captains reported 
on her first Men’s Premier Cricket performance, but as well as I could judge from my position as a 
4th Grade Mentor at the other end of the pitch, Lisa did an excellent job in her first Premier Men’s 
match and her success thereafter supports this view. 
Since that initial Premier Men’s match, Lisa’s progress has been quite outstanding.  She was 
promoted to 3rd Grade in season 2018-19, umpired the Grand Final and was awarded the Ron 
Wright Medal as the best 3rd Grade Umpire for the season. 
After two seasons on the Premier Panel, Lisa’s umpiring statistics for her 39 matches read as 
follows: 
2nd Grade: 3 matches;  3rds: 11;  4ths: 2;  VWCA 1sts: 11;  VWCA 2nds: 12 
I am sure readers will join with me in wishing Lisa well for the future. 

Ed. 
----------------------------------------------------- 
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BOWLERS STILL LAUDED FOR 96 MPH MISSILES AIMED AT 
RIVALS’ HEADS 

Back in primary school, the subject wasn’t called “Religious Studies” or “Christian Doctrine” but 
“catechism”. We’re talking a long time ago and it was our introduction to the sacraments. At some 
point, cricket was mentioned and then explained. “The English”, we were told, “not being a very 
spiritual race, conceived the game of cricket to give them some concept of eternity.”  So, you will 
legitimately ask, what would he know? How can he understand? The truth is I don’t. Not really. I 
don’t understand how hurling a rock-hard ball at 96 mph in such a way that it will take one bounce 
and then rise towards an opponent’s head, is considered good sport. Not only acceptable, but the 
contest at its most compelling.  
Speaking of which, when Jimmy Anderson faced the merciless Pat Cummins in Perth during the 
2017-18 Ashes, he reminded me of the central character in Goya’s firing-squad painting, “The 
Third of May 1808”. The expression on Anderson’s face, fearful and yet defiant, wasn’t that 
different from the kneeling, arms-outstretched hero of Goya’s masterpiece.  Anderson took one to 
the side of the head, protected by a helmet but still dazed. “You’re always concerned when 
somebody gets hit in the head but once you find out they’re OK, I think it’s part of cricket”, 
Cummins said. Driving home from the Etihad stadium after Manchester City’s 2-2 draw with 
Tottenham Hotspur eight days ago, there wasn’t a news bulletin or any radio sports item that didn’t 
talk about Jofra Archer’s joust with Steve Smith.  It showed why Test cricket will never perish. 
Steve James, our colleague at “The Times”, wrote eloquently about it in his report from Lord’s. “It 
was a duel that will be etched in the annals of Ashes cricket forever - Steve Smith, the greatest of 
modern Australian batsmen, against Jofra Archer, the thrilling quick bowler, newly arrived in Test 
cricket. . . This was a reminder of what truly fast bowling can bring to the game. It was captivating, 
an engrossing concoction of frisson and fear. It was sport in the raw". 
What exactly do we wish for when a bowler of Archer’s skill and athleticism pitches the ball short 
so that it will then rise to the height of his opponent’s head? How can we separate the desire to 
intimidate from an intention to hurt? What we cannot do is consider the bruised neck and 
consequent brain injury (for that is what concussion is) as an unexpected consequence. Some 
criticised Archer for not showing immediate concern for Smith. I wouldn’t. What could he have 
said? “I’m sorry. I didn’t mean it. I hope you’re OK because now I’ve found your weakness I will be 
delivering more of the same”.  Bouncers, it is said, are part of the game and always have been. 
That much is true but it is not a compelling argument for their continuance. Old style, Wild West 
rucking was for decades part of rugby and considered integral to the ebb and flow of the game. 
Then it was outlawed. Michael Atherton says cricket would be no sport at all without the short ball. 
That’s hard to believe. 
What if Smith had been as unfortunate at Lord’s as his compatriot and teammate Phillip Hughes 
had been in a domestic match five years before? Deaths in cricket, arising from players being 
struck in the head by the ball, are more prevalent than is generally appreciated. That was 
Wisden’s conclusion in a report published in 2016. “More dangerous than we knew”, was the 
headline.  Archer did nothing wrong last weekend - indeed his bowling was central to England 
drawing the Test. Neither can Cummins and other Aussie fast bowlers be criticised for giving 
Archer a dose of his own medicine. Still, something seems not right when the preferred way to get 
rid of tail-end batsmen is to frighten them into submission. Those on the other side of this 
argument will no doubt nominate croquet or lawn bowls as perhaps the sports best suited to my 
taste. The debate has gone on for as long as cricket has been played, never more passionately 
than during the 1932-33 bodyline Ashes in Australia. 
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Back then, fast bowler Harold Larwood was England’s bête noire and a lot of people both in this 
country and especially in Australia weren’t impressed. Some defended him. “He used his brains, 
he used his skill, he used his pace, never with the slightest suggestion of the bully”, wrote former 
Test cricketer Fred Root, “and always with scrupulous fairness to all opponents. The tragedy of his 
life was brought about by narrow-minded, ignorant critics and chicken-hearted inept batsmen who 
not only ran away, ducked and dodged, but squealed even when they had reached the safe 
security of the pavilion”. 
The debate was renewed last week. On one side, those enthralled by the mano-a-mano nature of 
the Archer-Smith contest. Less numerous were those wary about a game that allows 96 mph-
bowlers to target a rival’s upper body. “If we have to resort to instilling fear in the minds of batsmen 
we have failed”, wrote one subscriber to “The Times” and “Sunday Times”. “If the only way we can 
get out the finest batsman since Bradman is by injuring him, the game is sullied”. 
In the second Test at Lord’s, Archer recorded eleven hits on Australian batsmen. In a letter to “The 
Telegraph”, Dr David Hebb offered this take: “I came away from Lord’s on Sunday feeling rather 
sad and, yes, ashamed. This was not only because parts of the crowd were baying for blood but 
also because I do not see any honour in winning [or even drawing] when it has come from bowling 
that is willfully aimed at a batsman’s head and putting his life at risk”. Well, a doctor he would say 
that wouldn’t he? 

(from Playing the Game, No. 2893-14269, 26th August, 2019) 
----------------------------------------------------- 

AUSTRALIA GETS ITS 93RD TEST UMPIRE 

Australian umpire Paul Wilson will make his Test debut when Bangladesh play Afghanistan in their 
one-off, five-day fixture in Chittagong on Thursday week. Wilson, 47, who played a single Test for 
his country in 1998, will become the 93rd Australian, and 483rd person overall, to stand in a men's 
Test, and thus joins Sri Lanka’s, Ruchira Palliyaguruge, in the top half of the International Cricket 
Council’s (ICC) emerging umpires’ group. That means he leap-frogged the two other emerging 
contenders, South Africa’s Shaun George and Gregory Braithwaite of the West Indies, to reach 
Test level. 
In the period from 1995-2004, Wilson played in 51 first-class games, and 84 List A (11 being One 
Day Internationals) matches, as a medium-fast bowler, and after retiring, became coach of 
Western Australia’s women’s team. He made his umpiring debut at first-class level in November, 
2009, aged 37, just over five years after his last appearance as a player in such fixtures. He was 
appointed to Cricket Australia’s (CA) National Umpires’ Panel in 2010, to the ICC’s second-tier 
International Umpires’ Panel in 2014, and to its emerging group in 2018.  To date Wilson has 
stood in 55 first-class games, including the last three Sheffield Shield finals at home, 84 List A 
games, 27 being One Day Internationals, including five in this year’s World Cup, and 71 
Twenty20s, 11 of which were internationals. CA is yet to make an announcement about his Test 
appointment. 
The Bangladesh-Afghanistan Test will be overseen by match referee Chris Broad of England, for 
whom it’s his 99th Test in that role, while Wilson’s on-field colleague will be ICC Elite Umpire 
Panel member Nigel Llong for whom it’s his 57th Test. Indian umpire Nitin Menon, who has now 
clearly joined the lower half of the ICC’s six-man emerging umpires group, will be the television 
umpire for the eighth time, but first time as an ICC-chosen neutral. 

(from Playing the Game, No. 2893-14360, 27th August, 2019) 
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MEET THE NEW PANEL MEMBERS 
Aneesh Shetye:  Having been a wicketkeeper (and a left-hand bat) during 
my playing days, I’ve spent long hours behind the wickets and have been 
always involved in the game.  After my playing days of competitive cricket 
were over, the only other place which allowed me to experience the same 
level of involvement or more, was the position at the other end.  That’s how I 
got myself into umpiring four seasons ago when I was working in USA.  
I completed two levels of England Cricket Board’s umpiring certifications that 
are offered in USA and umpired in various leagues in the States of New 

York and Pennsylvania.  I got an opportunity to work with Mr. Steve Bucknor in 2018 during a 
tournament in New York and he planted the seed of cricket umpiring in Australia in my mind.  After 
exploring the possible pathways, I moved to Australia earlier in the year and now I cannot wait for 
the season to begin. 
I’ve completed Masters in Electrical Engineering from University at Buffalo in New York and am 
currently pursuing MBA at Deakin University.  Apart from academic work and umpiring, I enjoy 
photography, food tourism and graphology.  I look forward to being a part of this panel and 
enjoying the umpiring experience here!  

--------------------------------------------------- 
Ian Fuller:  I began my cricket career with indoor cricket in 
1990 for the Vikings then to outdoor following some of my 
team mates to the Lyndale Cricket Club.    The Lyndhurst 
Vikings Cricket Club (now Carlisle Park Vikings CC) formed 
in the West Gippsland Cricket Association in 1994 and I 
soon followed in 1995.   Within a year I became the 
Secretary and Treasurer, positions I held for 10 years, then 
Club President for 5 years (over 2 stints).    My body has 
never enjoyed cricket as much as I have so I had set a goal 
to retire once I reached 2,000 runs, 200 wickets and 200 
games.  After 19 years I finally became the first player to 
reach the 200-game and 200-wicket milestone for the club.   
I then joined the West Gippsland Cricket Umpires’ 
Association where I have been a member for five years and 

within a year (AGAIN!) I became the WGCUA Vice President.  
My biggest cricket highlights are; 
• Being a member of the first LVCC Premiership Team in 2005/2006 
• Being inducted as a Life Member in 2006 
• Named in the LVCC Team of the First 20 Years in 2015 
• Having the LVCC/CPVCC Best Club person Award named in my honour 
• Umpiring in the 2016/2017 WGCA Premier (1st XI) Grand Final  
I am still an active member of the club with my son, Robert, one of the first junior members of the 
club and like me, had the honour of being a member of the club’s first junior premiership team last 
year!! 
Behind Robert and me is my wife, Margie, who has supported us and the club for many years and 
was a damn good cricketer in her own right, representing Victoria in Indoor Cricket on many 
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occasions and being named as a member of the Australian All-Star team in her last tournament. 
You could say we are a cricket tragic family! 
Personally, I am engaged and have a 17-month-old daughter, Catherine, who was born on the 
Monday after Cricket Grand Finals. Yeah, timed that well for future birthdays! haha. 
Career Highlights: 
• Total Matches: 102 
• Best First-Year Umpire GCUA 14/15 
• National Cricket Inclusions Championships in Geelong 16/17 and 17/18 
• CV Regional BBL 17/18 
I look forward to meeting you all throughout the season. 

-------------------------------------------------------- 
Bharath Rao:  Having umpired with the Eastern Cricket Association for the 
past 10 years, I'm very excited to be joining the CV Umpiring Panel.  
While am not umpiring or in a three-piece suit for work, I like to try my hand at 
stand-up comedy. I am also a keen student of Brazilian Ju-Jitsu as well as 
currently studying Level 3 in WSET which is wine studies.  
I am thrilled to be here. I am looking forward to learning from the more 
experienced heads and making some positive contributions to the Panel.  

-------------------------------- 
Ashwin Kaware:  I work professionally as an Electrical Engineer in 
Goulburn Murray Water (GMW).  Yes, we deliver irrigation water to farmers 
with the latest engineering technology.  It is exciting to work in one of the 
largest irrigation utilities in Australia as I love traveling in the country to 
maintain dams, modernized irrigation and pump station assets.   
Being born and brought up in India, I have obviously been involved in cricket 
mentally, physically and verbally since I was a kid.  Hence, I have a deep 

affection for this game.  I always wanted to stay connected with cricket which brings me to 
umpiring with Cricket Victoria.  Having said that, I discovered my interest towards umpiring when I 
officiated in the 2018-19 season with Cricket Shepparton under the guidance of the late Russell 
Baldi.  Furthermore, I also enjoyed playing cricket from Karramomus Cricket Club and West 
Preston Sharks Cricket Club. 
I have been happily married to Pratiksha since 2018 and have little to no success in developing 
her interest in cricket.  When I can, I also play guitar, solely for self-entertainment. 

---------------------------------------------------- 
Mandar S. Pimpalkhare:  I am an IT professional by trade, but a cricket lover 
at heart.  Cricket has been an integral part of my life.  Cricket has taught me 
valuable life lessons and I’m ever grateful to this wonderful game for, in a 
large part, helping me become the person I am today. 
When I was a bit younger and playing the game, I was a chinaman bowler, 
who, like any other lower order batsman, loved my batting and loved to open 
with both bat and ball. 
Through time and choice, I decided to pursue umpiring.  I have been an 
umpire for the last seven years across different places namely – USA, UK, 

India and, last but not least, Australia.  Umpiring gives me as much pleasure as playing the game.  
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Umpiring has not only kept me close to the game, but it has also given me an opportunity to meet 
some wonderful mentors and colleagues and has helped me understand and appreciate different 
cultures. 
Apart from umpiring, I am passionate about music and indulge a bit into singing, experiment a bit 
with cooking, being a foodie, and, most importantly, do some social work.  I have a young family 
with my wife having no interest in cricket, while I’m still trying to persuade my 2.5-year-old 
daughter towards cricket. 

---------------------------------------------------- 
Vincent Calabro:  Born and raised in Cobram in Northern Victoria.  Played 
cricket in the Murray Valley Cricket Association (MVCA), starting in the 
under-age competition and continuing into “A” grade with Cobram United.  
Had a break with university and work and wanted to get back into the game.  
Gave umpiring a go and haven’t looked back.  
My umpiring history is 10 years umpiring in the MVCA.  I then moved to 
Sydney and umpired three seasons in Sydney Premier Cricket.  Another 
career move has brought me down to Melbourne and excited to join the 
ranks and umpire here. 

Married to Amanda, who has supported my work/umpiring adventure and currently living in 
Essendon. 

---------------------------------------------------- 
Jessie Hulett:  I have absolutely loved this sport since I was a little girl, 
the way batters were able to hit the ball at such great power, and the 
fascinating bowling actions of fast bowlers.  I’ve always had a strong 
passion for this game and even though I do favour one dayers instead 
of T20’s, I admire every aspect of it.  
I’ve been playing this game ever since I started milo cricket around age 
6-8, and finally have been able to cement my role as opening bowler in 
the women’s premier two’s side at Plenty Valley Cricket Club, and have 
a couple of spells in the women’s premier one’s side.  

I enjoy the umpire’s reactions whenever they see me bowl with my slinging action and finally have 
the opportunity to stand in their position.  I decided to become an umpire to understand a different 
side of the game and learn more about the rules.  My dad was the one who encouraged me to join 
his local cricket club and my love for the game grew.  It always shocked me seeing how little girls 
and women were involved in the game.  By becoming a grass-roots umpire I hope I can 
encourage more young girls to enjoy the game and hopefully continue with it in their adult years.  
Cricket is not the only sport I play unfortunately, I also play football for St Mary’s and recently 
made it into the Youth Girls’ Team of the Year and will continue to play football until my surgeon 
says not to. 
My ultimate dream career would be to represent my country in the Southern Stars and play cricket 
for a living. 

---------------------------------------------------- 
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MEET YOUR COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT FOR 2019-20 
President:  Alan McCarthy  Alan joined the panel in 2008 and the committee in 
2013.  He has umpired 185 Premier matches, starting in the Fourths and now in 
the Seconds. Alan played Sub-District cricket with Frankston and Ormond and 
has coached at junior and senior levels.  Alan also played in the Melbourne mid-
week competition for Victoria Police.  He retired as a Senior Sergeant and is now 
the School Engagement Officer at Doveton College.  He coaches students in a 
variety of sports including cricket and runs adult programs for men and women in 
the college’s community hub.  Alan is married to Sue and has three boys, a 
daughter-in-law and two granddaughters. 
Vice-President:  Tony Ventura  Tony joined the CV panel in 1999 and has 
umpired 353 Premier matches over all grades.  Tony also umpired in the Sub-
District Association for one season before joining the CV panel.  He also played 
for 16 years in the Jika Cricket Association (now Northern Metropolitan Cricket 
Association) for Preston Druids CC.  He has been an Association committee 
member for several years in the roles of Vice-President and Committee Member.  
His major role on the committee has been the organisation of our social cricket 

matches.  All members who still have their “competitive juices” flowing can still get involved.  All 
you need to do is make it known and make yourself available.  Tony is married (to Teresa) and 
has two children, one of each. 

Secretary: Gerry Schembri  Gerry joined the CV umpire’s panel in 2006 and 
has umpired a total of 228 Premier matches.  Prior to joining the CV Panel, 
Gerry spent one season umpiring in the Victorian Sub-District Cricket 
Association after a twenty year absence from the game due to family and 
business commitments.  Gerry is a life member of the VCAUSA and has 
served on the committee of management as Treasurer for four years, 
President for two years, Vice-President for two years and as Secretary for the 
past two years.  Gerry is also passionate about the bi-ennial Easter Exchange 
with SACUSA and has been the Easter convener since 2011.  Outside of 
cricket, Gerry works as a consultant accountant, is married to Sylvie and has 
two children. 
Treasurer:  Rod McKinnon  Rod joined the panel in 1994 and the Committee 
of Management in around 2000, organising the Annual Dinner for a number of 
years, and again in 2017.  Awarded The Robin Bailhache Commitment Award 
in 2002-3, New Zealand Exchange (Christchurch) in 2004, Grand Finals in 
2006-07 (2nds, 2 day), 2016-17 (2nds, 2 day), 2015-6 and 2016-7 (2nds, 1 
day).  He has umpired 407 Premier matches, across all grades.  Involved in 

the Easter cricket match, playing in nine matches including taking 3/11 in 2003.  
Rod is married to Jackie and has two daughters. 
Committee Member:  Dan Bomford  Dan joined the CV umpires panel in 1979 
and has umpired 620 matches across all Premier and VWCA grades.  He is one 
of three members of the Panel to have exceeded 600 Premier (or higher level) 
games although in Dan’s case these have all been Premier games, the majority of 
which have been in First Grade.  Dan has served the Association in the roles of 
Secretary (ten seasons, 1985-6 to 1987-8 and 2010-11 to 2016-17), Treasurer (12 



Volume 26 Number 1 2019-2020 Page 13 
 

 

 

 

 

 

seasons, 1983-84, 1984-85 and 1993-94 to 2002-03), Vice-President (five seasons, 2005-06 to 
2009-10) and has been a Committee Member for the past two seasons.  He was awarded Life 
Membership of the Association in 1989. Dan and wife Bernadette enjoy their family life with three 
children and seven grandchildren and somehow Dan still finds the time for his “other loves,” 
running half marathons and goal umpiring during the “off-season.” 

Committee Member:  Andrew Chatten  Andrew is a new face, having joined the 
CV panel last season, umpiring in 13 matches in 3rds and 4ths.  Before that, 
Andrew umpired one season in the Mornington Peninsula Association (MPCA) 
after moving across from three seasons in Geelong (GCA).  This is Andrew’s first 
appointment to a Committee and he is looking forward to the challenges that lie 
ahead.  Andrew has embraced being a member of the VCAUSA by playing in a 
practice match last season.  He has also officiated in the past three National 
Inclusion  Championships) in Geelong (being appointed to the ID Final in his first 

year).  Andrew is engaged (to Jasmine) and has a two-year-old daughter (Catherine). 
Committee Member:  Luke Edwards  Luke has been a member of the Premier 
Umpiring Panel since the 2009-10 season.  He has umpired 180 Premier 
matches across all grades.  Luke has been a Committee Member of the 
association for the past eight years and is responsible for looking after both the 
VCAUSA Website and Facebook Page.  He was the inaugural awardee of the 
VCAUSA/CV Scholarship for season 2018-19. 

Committee Member:  Kim Faulkner:  Kim is a mother of two who fell in love 
with Cricket when Australia was being thrashed by the West Indies. She 
played mixed indoor cricket in the 90's with her brother-in-law’s club and 
when they left to play real cricket she missed it so she started a women's 
cricket team with all the wives and girlfriends, resulting in a premiership one 
year and five children in another. Kim was Captain, Wicket Keeper and 
Opening Bat in a team where the most common call for a skied catch was 
"Yours". She loved it and helped her kids by volunteering in Milo Cricket when 

that came along. She also scored in junior cricket occasionally but mostly loved to watch cricket 
and as her partner, Chris Dey, said when he suggested she come out and umpire at square leg, 
"There's no better place to watch The Game from when you can't play anymore." He was right and 
after a few months his association wanted Kim to be their first female umpire.  Kim is now studying 
Dementia and works as a carer, trying to keep old people out of nursing homes.  She joined the 
CV Panel in 2018 and has umpired 18 Matches in the VWCA women’s grades. 

Committee Member:  Damian Herft  Damian joined the CV Umpiring Panel 
in 1999 and has served on the VCAUSA Committee since 2017.  He umpired 
a total of 295 games; 234 of them in 1st Grade and prior to joining the CV 
Umpiring Panel, Damian umpired one season in Sub-District Cricket and one 
in Dandenong District Cricket Assoc. Before taking on umpiring, Damian also 
played local cricket for 20 seasons, primarily with Moonee Ponds Cricket 
Club.  Damian retired from on-field umpiring at the end of season 2016-17 and 
is now a Match Referee with Cricket Australia but when not performing the 
Match Referee role, you’ll see Damian around our grounds performing the role 

of Umpire Assessor for CV.  Outside cricket, Damian previously worked for Telstra for 38 years 
and now works for Cricket Australia in the National Teams structure. He enjoys photography and 
videography and is married to Caroline with one son.  
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Committee Member:  Glenn Schache  Glenn is a 52-year-old, proud Kiwi 
with a great wife Robbi, and three wonderful kids – Joran (20), Crysalia (14) & 
Savannah (5).  He joined the CV panel in 2013 after migrating from NZ the 
previous year and has stood in 100 games across all grades except 1sts (so 
far!).  Prior to this season he served for one season on the Committee, 2016-
17.  He admits to being “wrapped to have played in two Crockett Shield games 
to date with a 50% success rate.”  Previously, Glenn had umpired at home in 
NZ around the Counties Manukau & Northern Districts areas.  He played club 

& social cricket in his younger days – emphasis on the social.  He was always involved on the 
committee at his club and was scorer/assistant manager for the Counties First XI for a number of 
years prior to taking up umpiring.  Glenn’s favourite moments in cricket so far are scoring in a Test 
Match in Hamilton in 1997, NZ v Sri Lanka, scoring in an ODI at Taupo, NZ v India, and umpiring 
in the National Club Championships in Auckland.  He admits to having really enjoyed being part of 
the CV panel and umpiring in Melbourne.  Nowhere else in the world can one get to umpire social 
games on the best ground in world cricket!! 

…. AND OTHER OFFICE HOLDERS FOR THE ASSOCIATION 
Miscellaneous Appointments Officer:  Darrell Holt  Darrell joined CV 
panel in 1980. Including First-Class appointments, he has umpired 659 CV 
matches. He has umpired cricket matches in 24 countries, including 
officiating in the Hua Hin (Thailand) Six-A-Side tournament for the last ten 
years, alongside several other CV umpires.  Darrell’s playing career 
extended across Garfield, Northcote & Preston and Heidelberg District (all 
now defunct).  Currently he is the Umpiring Director for North-West 

Metropolitan CA, following 16 years as Director for Heidelberg District CA.  Awarded Life 
Membership of the VCAUSA, NWMCA, Heidelberg District CA and Diamond Valley/Northern 
Football Leagues.  In 1999 Darrell was awarded a Churchill Fellowship to study cricket umpiring 
and scoring in the UK.  He confesses to being married to a “long-suffering, cricket widow”, 
Heather, with one grown-up daughter.  As the Association’s Miscellaneous Appointments Officer, 
Darrell has a large number of organisations regularly seeking umpires for a broad range of mid-
week matches. 

Badges and Accessories:  Glenn Cumming  Glenn first joined the panel in 
1990 and has umpired 382 matches across all grades.  He has also umpired two 
Crockett Shield Matches, 2007 (at Cricket Willow, Daylesford) and 2009 (at 
Scotch College, Adelaide).  He has had the task of Badges and Accessories 
Officer for the last five seasons and would be delighted to dispose of stock items 
from his home, or an acceptable price. 
Law 43 Editor:  Trevor Finlayson  Trevor has been on the panel since 2003 and 
has umpired 239 Premier matches, mostly in the Thirds and Fourths, with a few in 
the VWCA.  After three years as Social Organiser, he was President from 2008-
2013 and then Treasurer for six seasons, from 2013-14 to 2018-19.  Trevor’s 
playing career included over 300 games for the Monash University Cricket Club of 
which he was elected to Life Membership in 1987.  Upon retirement from playing, 
he undertook one season of umpiring in the Sub-District Cricket Association prior 
to joining the Premier panel.  He was awarded Life Membership of the VCAUSA in 
2017.  Trevor is married (to Jill), has three children and six grandchildren. 
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IT PAYS TO PLAY THE GAME FAIRLY – “MCLEOD GETS HIS 
REVENGE” 

Charlie McLeod was a steady, reliable all-rounder from Victoria who differed from other Ashes 
cricketers in one major respect: he was deaf, He had made just one Test appearance for Australia 
before the 1897-98 Ashes series, but was to play a leading role as the Aussies wrenched back the 
urn that summer by an emphatic 4-1 margin. 
England, however, won the opening Test of the series at Sydney – and, while doing so, dismissed 
McLeod in what can only be described as an opportunistic fashion. Australia had been forced to 
follow on when, despite an eighth-wicket stand of 90 between McLeod (who finished 50 not out) 
and Hugh Trumble, they were bowled out for 237. Promoted from number nine to bat at three in 
the Australian second innings, the distinctly unflashy McLeod had reached 26 and helped opener 
Joe Darling to add 98 when, with the scoreboard at 135 for 1, he was bowled by a no ball. Not 
hearing the umpire’s call on account of his deafness, he left his crease as if to make for the 
pavilion, and was run out by Bill Storer, the England wicket-keeper. 
Darling went on to score 101, and the precociously talented, 20-year-old Clem Hill made 96, but 
Australia’s eventual 408 all out meant that England needed only 95 to go 1-0 up. 
McLeod’s own revenge, however, did not take long in coming. Asked to open when the second 
Test got under way in Melbourne a fortnight later, on New Year’s Day, McLeod got his head down 
early on and later blossomed to hit 112, becoming the first Australian to score an Ashes century 
on the MCG. Australia’s first innings total of 520 was enough to produce an innings victory, and 
McLeod’s second-innings haul of 5 for 65, from 48 overs, then helped to sweep England aside by 
an innings and thirteen runs in the third Test at the Adelaide Oval. 
Nor was that the last of McLeod’s contributions. In the fourth Test, back in Melbourne, he followed 
up the taking of two second-innings English wickets by scoring an unbeaten 64 – again as opener 
– to guide Australia to an eight-wicket win. 
And, in the fifth and final Test at the SCG, he top-scored in Australia’s first innings with 64 in a 
closely fought contest that – due to Darling’s rapid and historic second-innings 160 – ended up 
going the home side’s way by six wickets. 
Darling, indeed, became the first batsman to score three hundreds in a Test rubber and the first 
aggregate more than 500 runs in a series. His third-Test 178 at Adelaide included a famous six-hit 
to reach three figures: it was the first time a player had gone to a hundred with a six, and indeed 
was the first time a six had been hit in a Test match without the aid of overthrows. In those days, 
remember, a six-hit had to deposit the ball clean out of the ground rather than merely over the 
boundary. 
McLeod, meanwhile, finished the five-match series with 352 runs at an average of 58.66, and ten 
wickets at 23. The run-out incident had cost England dearly. 

(from The Ashes’ STRANGEST Moments – Mark Baldwin, ISBN 978-1-90603-276-0 (Portico, 
Great Britain, 2005) pp 35 & 36) 

---------------------------------------------------- 
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Hallgrimms Church, Reykjavik – 

made from basalt rock 

 
Thingveller – site of first Parliament 

OFF-SEASON TOUR HOLIDAY – ICELAND 
While our annual holiday during this last off-season occupied just over one month and included 
parts of both Iceland and Norway, we shall confine this tale to the former, given what a fascinating 
country Iceland proved to be and perhaps one not visited to date by “Law 43” readers. Indeed, for 
anyone interested in off-season overseas travel, we thoroughly recommend Iceland! 
Our trip commenced on 18th June. We flew via Dubai to Oslo and immediately on to Reykjavik, the 
capital of Iceland and the starting point for our tour with Iceland Travel entitled “Across the 
Wilderness.” While this may sound like a very long flight to many, we are great believers in getting 
to a destination once we set off, rather than having overnight stops along the route. We arrived in 
Reykjavik approximately 37 hours after our departure from our home in Melbourne, at ~7:30 pm 
(local time), just perfect to enjoy our first Icelandic meal with some local beer and wine, at a 
recommended restaurant, Potturinn og Pannan, just a short walk from our hotel, Klettur. There 
followed a good night’s sleep. 
The following day was reserved for personal sight-seeing in 
Reykjavik, for example, a visit to the Hallgrims Church. We noted 
particularly the lack of wood in Iceland architecture, most 
buildings being either solid concrete (maybe basalt rock, as in 
the case of the church) or corrugated iron, as in the case of some 
apartments. Being of volcanic origin, there were very few trees in 
Iceland and the few that may have been would have been used 
back in history either for fuel or for ship construction, although we 
learned subsequently, that much of the wood for ships came 
from Scandinavia. 
Our official tour commenced the following day (21st June) when 
we were met at our hotel by our official Tour Guide/Driver, Helga 
Jon. He was also the owner of the 4x4, 19-seater vehicle in 
which we would spend the subsequent nine days on our “Across the Wilderness” tour. The first 
thing one noticed on heading into the countryside, to the south-east of Reykjavik, was the 
profusion of lupins (almost all purple), growing like weeds. Lupins had been introduced from 
overseas about 70 years ago but now they have spread all over Iceland where they both bind the 
soil and introduce nutrients for other plants. 
We proceeded along the south coast. Iceland is roughly the size of the US state of Kentucky. The 
valley in which we were travelling provides 30% of the water requirements of Reykjavik as well as 
geothermal power. 
Our first stop was at Thingveller, the site of the original Iceland Parliament (in Viking times), the 
oldest Parliament in the world. Thingveller is in a gorge 
which lies between the North American and Eurasian 
tectonic plates and in which movements have been 
measured at 2 cm/year. (The Iceland Parliament was 
relocated to Reykjavik in 1730.) For those interested in 
history, Thingveller had been the site of the Parliament 
from the 8th century till 1262 when Iceland came under 
rule from Scandinavia as the result of an alliance with 
Norway, Sweden and Denmark. This changed to 
governance from Denmark only, in the 16th century until 
1918 when there were some changes following the 1918 
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Gullfass – waterfall of flow greater than 

that of the Niagara Falls 

 
Skogafoss from above, after climbing 

338 steps 

 
The Blue Lagoon 

agreement, which was followed by full independence in 1943/1944. The Danish King was exiled in 
England in 1944 at which time Iceland negotiated its full independence from Denmark.  
We continued along the south coast, passing a glacier from which 100 tons of water flows into the 
lake and also past geothermal springs which provide hot water for house heating in Reykjavik. 
This is also an area of constant earthquakes. We stopped at a nursery and picked up a few trees 
which we subsequently planted near Geyser, thereby “doing our bit” for the continued effort in 
Iceland to grow trees. Our planting effort was at a location at which Iceland Tour Groups regularly 
plant trees and we look forward to returning to Iceland one day to check the growth of “our tree”.  

Our lunch stop was at Geyser where we also inspected the hot 
springs and actual geysers, before travelling on to Gullfass 
waterfall where the fall of water is greater than that over the 
Niagara Falls. We passed by many bridle tracks, indicating the 
popularity of horse riding in Iceland also evidenced by the 
number of horse farms. The Icelandic horse is a most interesting 
animal, having a unique gait for which only one leg is touching 
the ground at one time. 
After quite a long day we were pleased to arrive at Hotel 
Hvolsvollur at Hvolsvelli, where we spent the night. We had been 

warned by our Tour Guide/Driver of the most peculiar liquor laws in Iceland whereby the one and 
only one liquor outlet in the town would close at 6:00 pm and not re-open until the following 
Thursday. So, needless to say, we stocked up with “Viking Rokkr” beer for the days ahead! 
Our tour then continued along the south coast, with stops at two 
most impressive waterfalls, firstly, Seljalandsfoss which involved 
a walk “underneath” the waterfall itself. The second, Skogafoss, 
involved a walk up 338 steps to the top and then along a track to 
a view of snow-capped mountains. 

After a brief stop at Vik village, 
we continued on across the 
Myrdalssandur, volcanic ash 
outwash plains resulting from 
the Katla volcano eruption of 
1783. We then came to the 
most intriguing Eldhrann 
lava field where we drove 
into the field a short 
distance, along a narrow 
road and stopped in the 

field in order to appreciate the structure of the moss-
covered lava, rather porous rock interspersed with the 
occasional plants, including a mock berry, something like a 
sweet logan berry. Leaving the lava fields, we drove on to 
Hotel Kria at Slettuvegur, which was our next stop. 
Continuing along the coast, we reached the glacier-fed Blue Lagoon where we took an amphibian 
trip on the lagoon itself before inspecting the Diamond Beach, so named for the ice-berg 
fragments which, after being washed out of the lagoon, are deposited on to the beach by the tide. 
We then returned to Vik for an overnight stop prior to traversing the inland, or the Iceland 
Wilderness proper. 

 
Eldhrann lava fields 
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Diamond Beach 

 
Along the Lava Field hike at ~650 m 

 
“An Oasis” in the lave-field desert 

 
Thermal mud-pits, Northern Iceland 

 
A typical Eider Duck nest on the coast of 

Snaefellsnes Peninsula 

Our first inland stop was at Landmannalauger where we made a three-hour hike over the lava 
fields to the summit at ~650 m. Here there was a distinct smell of sulphur coming from the active 

steaming hole. Following our return to the car-park, most of 
the group enjoyed a very relaxing bathe in the thermal pool, 
although getting into the pool which was just beneath a hot-
spring outlet, and getting out again, was “rather cool”, since 
it was ~200 m 
across a board-walk 
from the changing 
rooms. From Land-
mannalauger we 
drove over the 
mountains, passing 

by two hydro-power stations, to our overnight hotel. This 
was a fairly “spartan” place – no TV, for example, having 
been built originally for the workers involved in the power 
station constructions, but now just used for passing 
tourists. 
There are just two roads across the hinterland wilderness, 
one, Sprengisander, shorter than the other and it was “just 
our luck” for the shorter one to be closed. Nevertheless, 
despite the long day, we passed by some beautiful spots, 
such as one which our Tour Guide likened to “an Oasis” in 
the lava-field desert. We had a two-night stay in the 
wilderness, enabling us to explore the horse-shoe shaped 
“Sleipner” canyon which, according to Norse mythology, 
was formed from the hoof-print left by Sleipner, the magical 

eight-legged horse of 
the pagan god, 
Óđinn. We then walked to view Dettifoss, (Europe’s most 
powerful waterfall and meaning “of the most dirty water”) 
(see front-cover picture) and further upstream, Sellifoss. In 
the afternoon, we 
stopped at the 
thermal mud-pits, 
prior to taking a 
thermal bathe (for 
some of us) while the 

remainder visited a geothermal power station. 
We were now in the north of Iceland at Akureyi, where we 
were offered a whale-watching excursion in Eyjafjörđur. 
From Akureyi, we drove westwards to the picturesque 
region of Snaefellsnes Peninsula, noted for its coastal 
wildlife, including the eiderdown harvest during the nesting 
period. Our eventual return to Reykjavik was on the evening of 29th June. 

Trevor and Jill Finlayson 
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A CRICKET QUIZ 
(As promised in the Easter 2019 Issue (Vol. 25 No. 7), the following provides the answers to the Quiz.  No 
correspondence will be entered into in regard to any answers which a reader may wish to dispute.  I suggest you first 
check on Google! 

Ed.) 

1. Where is commonly referred to as the “Home of Cricket”?  Lord’s Cricket Ground 
2. Which first-class county club did Phil Tufnel play for from 1986 to 2002?  Middlesex 
3. The 2016 ICC World Twenty20 was won by which country?  West Indies 
4. In which country is Eden Gardens – it’s the second largest cricket ground in the World?  India 
5. In 2000, who was the only specialist bowler selected by a panel of cricket experts as one of 

the five “Wisden cricketers of the century”?  Shane Warne 
6. Grace Road is a cricket ground in which English city?  Leicester 
7. Which New Zealand cricketer was named “Wisden Leading Cricketer in the World” for 2015?  

Kane Williamson 
8. W.G. Grace played for which county for nearly 30 years (1870 – 1899)?  Gloucestershire 
9. Who was named Player of the Series following the 2013-14 Ashes series?  Mitchell Johnson 
10. As of 2016, West Indies batsman, Brian Lara holds the highest individual score in Test Cricket 

with 400 (not out). Which country did he make this score against?  England 
11. Which Test player scored 380 six months before Brian Lara scored 400, to take back the 

highest individual score record in Test cricket?  Matthew Hayden 
12. As of 2016, who is the only player to have scored one hundred international centuries?  

Sachin Tendulker 
13. Who became Club President of Yorkshire in 2014, replacing Geoffrey Boycott?  Dickie Bird 
14. During a 1979 Test between Australia and England, Dennis Lillee caused an outcry by using a 

bat made of which material?  Aluminium 
15. In January, 2006, Andrew Flintoff was presented with the Freedom of which English city?  

Preston 
16. In Sheffield Shield cricket, who is the only player to have achieved the double of 1000 runs 

and 50 wickets, and this player did it twice?  Garfield Sobers 
17. Who captained the English team to a five-nil defeat in the 2013/14 Ashes series?  Alastair 

Cook 
18. Which country’s national team is nicknamed The Tigers?  Bangladesh 
19. As of 2015, which Test cricketer holds the record for the most number of Test runs without a 

century?  Shane Warne 
20. What is the legendary umpire Dickie Bird’s real first name?  Harold 

---------------------------------------------------- 
SOME QUAINT CRICKETING TERMS 

Maiden over:  Before becoming part of the vocabulary of cricket, the word “maiden” had long 
been used in English to mean “unproductive”.  Hence in cricket a “maiden over” is an unproductive 
one, from which no runs are scored. 
Googly:  When it first appeared, this delivery mystified batsmen so much that it made their eyes 
“goggle”. 

(from No Balls and Googlies: A cricket companion – Geoff Tibballs ISBN 978-1-78243-028-5 
(Michael O’Mara Books, Ltd., London, 2013) p 27) 
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MY FAVOURITE TEST TEAM 
(Readers will recall a number of contributions to this column in the Easter, 2019 Issue, where it was promised that in 
the first issue for season 2019-20 “The Favourite Test Team”, i.e., the most popular Test Team selected by readers, 
would be published.  Clearly, it was the intention to arrive at this team from summing the selection numbers amongst 
the various “would-be” selectors who responded.  Apart from one selection which was received after the copy deadline 
for the Easter, 2019 issue, there had been seven “Favourite Test Teams” submitted.  From amongst these, as you 
might have judged for yourself, there was one player with four selections, seven with three and 13 with two selections, 
making far too many players for one team.  Hence in arriving at “The Favourite Test Team”, the “one four”, the “seven 
three” and a selection from the “13 with two” have been named, in order to “select” an appropriate Test Match Team.  
In addition, in fairness to the one selector who submitted his “Favourite Team” after the deadline date, I have also 
published his team and his selection criteria below. 

Ed.) 
 

The Favourite Test Team 
 
Gordon Greenidge (West Indies) 

Leonard Hutton (England) 

Sachin Tendulker (India) 

Don Bradman (Australia) (Captain) 

Vivian Richards (West Indies) 

Neil Harvey (Australia) 

Garfield Sobers (West Indies) 

Adam Gilchrist (Australia) (Wicket-keeper) 

Richard Hadlee (New Zealand) 

Shane Warne (Australia) 

Michael Holding (West Indies) 

Matthew Hayden (Australia) (12th Man) 

 
Courtney Lai’s Favourite Test Team 
 
Chris Rogers (Australia) - (Tests: 25 mts, 2015 runs @ 42.87, 5 × 100s, HS 173. FC: 313 

mts, 25470 runs @ 49.55, 76 × 100s, HS 319.) 
 Waited almost five years between his first and second Test matches. Recalled 

in a time when experience was considered vital, and performed well in three 
Ashes series. 

Phil Jaques (Australia) - (Tests: 11 mts, 902 runs @ 47.47, 3 × 100s, HS 150. FC: 200 mts, 
16035 runs @ 48.29, 44 × 100s, HS 244.)  

 Was a ready-made replacement after Justin Langer’s retirement, but his career 
was cruelly limited by a serious back injury that required surgery. 

Brad Hodge (Australia) – (Tests: 6 mts, 503 runs @ 55.88, 1 × 100s, HS 203no. FC: 223 
mts, 17084 runs @ 48.81, 51 × 100s, HS 302no.) 
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 The subject of many pro-Victorian conspiracy theories. Controversially dropped 
for Damien Martyn and probably did not get given the chances that his first-
class record warranted. 

Martin Love (Australia) – (Tests: 5 mts, 233 runs @ 46.60, 1 × 100s, HS 100no. FC: 214 
mts, 16952 runs @ 49.85, 45 × 100s, HS 300no.) 

 Too many low scores and hot competition for places limited his selection 
opportunities, but made an unbeaten century in Cairns against Bangladesh to 
finish his Test career. 

Stuart Law (Australia) - (Tests: 1 mts, 54 runs @ no average, 0 × 100s, HS 54no. FC: 367 
mts, 27080 runs @ 50.52, 79 × 100s, HS 263.) 

 Outstanding first-class average but only played one test without being 
dismissed. At least he received a Baggy Green, unlike several other prolific first 
class run scorers of his generation. 

Adam Voges (Australia) - (Tests: 20 mts, 1485 runs @ 61.87, 5 × 100s, HS 269no. FC: 211 
mts, 13881 runs @ 46.42, 32 × 100s, HS 269no.) 

 Talented as a young player but didn’t make a compelling case for selection until 
late in his career, when he duly made the most of his opportunity in the Test 
team. 

Graham Manou (Australia) (Wicket-keeper) - (Tests: 1 mts, 3 catches, 0 stumpings. FC: 103 
mts, 328 catches, 21 stumpings.) 

 Kept wickets ably and gracefully in trying English conditions as a late 
replacement for Brad Haddin. Opportunities limited in an era where 
wicketkeepers had to be more than capable with the bat. 

Damien Fleming (Australia) - (Tests: 20 mts, 75 wkts @ 25.89, 3 × 5WI, BBI 5/30. FC: 114 mts, 
379 wkts @ 28.28, 13 × 5WI, BBI 7/90.) 

 Injury-prone but determined and intelligent cricketer. Few Australian bowlers of 
this era had his ability to swing the ball both ways at pace, ensuring that he was 
selected whenever fit. 

Stuart Clark (Australia) - (Tests: 24 mts, 94 wkts @ 23.86, 2 × 5WI, BBI 5/32. FC: 113 
matches, 393 wkts @ 27.52, 13 × 5WI, BBI 8/58.) 

 Bowler with outstanding control, but had to wait until Glenn McGrath’s 
retirement before getting his opportunities at Test level. 

Colin Miller (Australia) - (Tests: 18 matches, 69 wkts @ 26.15, 3 × 5WI, BBI 5/32. FC: 126 
matches, 446 wkts @ 30.97, 16 × 5WI, BBI 7/49.) 

 A steady medium-fast bowler who added off spin to his repertoire late in his 
career, leading to Test selection and being voted Australia’s Test Player of the 
Year in his final season with the team. 

Jo Angel (Australia) - (Tests: 4 matches, 10 wkts @ 46.30, 0 × 5WI, BBI 3/54. FC: 121 
mts, 485 wkts @ 25.10, 16 × 5WI, BBI 6/35.) 

 Perhaps didn’t show enough in his four tests to warrant further selection, but 
Big Jo was a stalwart for WA, and remains the fourth highest wicket taker in 
Sheffield Shield history. 
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SOME JOHN COLLINS’ WISDOM 
(In this new column for the coming season’s issues, a very senior member of our Association will 
share some wisdom with readers.  If any reader would like to contribute some “wisdom” to this 
column, he/she would be most welcome.  Provided your “wisdom” meets with the Editor’s 
approval, it will be published for the benefit of all other readers.  John will, quite correctly, 
attribute his contributions to wisdom to their rightful author, and I should expect any other 
contributor to this column to do likewise. 

Ed.) 

“What is this lure that cricket exercises?  The passion for it is in our blood. Small 
boys have it, youths have it, grown men have it, old men have it; and no amount 

of disappointment, no ducks, can change it.” 
E.V. Lucas 

----------------------------------------------------- 
“The curious thing is that it attracts the incompetents as well, those who never make a run and 
cannot bowl, and yet, doomed only to dreary waiting in the pavilion and to fatiguing fielding. They 
turn up punctually on every occasion, hoping for the best, and even, such is the human hearts 
buoyancy, expecting it.” 

John Arlott 
------------------------------------------------------ 

VCAUSA Items for Sale (Subject to limited stock and sizes) 
VCAUSA Jackets as shown in the picture, were introduced recently. They 
proved to be quite popular and following a second order a few remain at the 
original price of $60.00. If you are interested in purchasing a jacket or any of 
the other items listed below, please contact Glenn Cumming.  
(glenn.cumming@gmail.com.) 
Embroidered, new style, polo shirts.  Made from 100% lightweight 
polyester, they are now available for purchase in sizes S, M, L, XL and 
XXL.  The member cost is only $35. 
Association Ties $25 
Association Caps $15 
VCAUSA Socks $1.00 per pair 
      (Black cotton socks with the VCAUSA logo embroidered in white on each sock). 
Cream Jumpers  $1.00 each 

(100% wool with the VCAUA/VCAUSA logo embroidered on the left breast) 

Chambray Shirts $1.00 each 
 (100% cotton casual chambray shirts, long sleeved with the VCAUSA logo embroidered on pocket) 

“Well Aged” Vintage Port $5/bottle 

------------------------------------------------------ 

 
 
 

mailto:glenn.cumming@gmail.com
mailto:glenn.cumming@gmail.com
mailto:glenn.cumming@gmail.com


Volume 26 Number 1 2019-2020 Page 23 
 

MACCA’S BOOK REVIEW 
It is BIG WEEK – The Biggest Air Battle of World War Two – James Holland (Bantam Press, 
Sydney, 2018) ISBN 978 059 3077 979 
In the third week of February, 1944 the Allied air forces launched the first ever around the clock 
bomber offensive against Germany.  The mission of Operation POINTBLANK was to destroy Nazi 
Germany’s ability to produce and repair aircraft and draw the Luftwaffe’s fighter aircraft into battle.  
Unless the Allies had air superiority over France the fate of the forthcoming invasion was 
uncertain.  While the Luftwaffe’s reserves of pilots, aircraft, fuel and parts had been reduced by the 
Allied bombing campaign, air raids by day and night were still being intercepted and Allied losses 
were mounting.  The effectiveness of air raids on German industry was being questioned at the 
highest levels and it was becoming apparent that the hypothesis proposed before the war that “the 
bomber will always get through” was being exposed as a myth. 
 
For Captain James “Jimmy” Stewart of the 703rd Bomb Squadron stationed at Tibenham in Norfolk 
the life of a B-24 Liberator pilot was a long way from his career as an Oscar winning Hollywood 
actor in The Philadelphia Story in 1941.  He had learnt to fly before the war and owned a two-
seater Stinson 105 that he flew across the United States to visit his parents on the East coast.  
Stewart was the first major Hollywood star to enter the military and he followed a proud family 
tradition.  His grandfathers both fought in the Civil War and his father fought in the Spanish-
American War in 1898 and the First World War.  By December, 1943, Stewart was taking part in 
his first missions including a 700 bomber raid on Bremen supported by 400 fighters.  He later 
admitted, “We were all terrified!” 
 
For Luftwaffe Generalmajor Adolf Galland it had become apparent that German fighters were now 
slower than those of their Allied opponents.  Spitfire Mark IXs, P-51 Mustangs, P-38 Lightnings 
and P-47 Thunderbolts were faster, better armed and able to fly higher and longer than the 
Luftwaffe’s Me 109, Me 110, 210 and FW 190.  Luftwaffe casualties mounted as the lack of fuel, 
spare parts and practice flying time took their toll.  Replacement pilots went into action with 110 
hours flying experience but only 10-15 hours in the aircraft they were flying in combat.  In 
February, 1944 the Luftwaffe lost 1,277 aircraft to enemy action and 1,328 to weather and training 
accidents – losses that were unsustainable.  While it was true that German aircraft production 
under the stewardship of Albert Speer was increasing despite the Allied bombing offensive, 
production could never keep pace with the increased losses of pilots and aircraft. 
 
Operation POINTBLANK had paved the way for the success of Operation OVERLORD, the 
invasion of Normandy. 
 

Alan McCarthy 
----------------------------------------------------- 
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VCAUSA CALENDAR 
The ongoing VCAUSA calendar for 2019-20, as far as is known at this stage is as follows: 

Date Activity Notes 
Saturday, 21 September, 
2019; 9:00 am – 5:00 pm  

SINS at CV CitiPower 
Centre, St Kilda 

New Panel members only 

Sunday, 22 September, 
2019; 9:00 am – 5:00 pm 

SINS at CV CitiPower 
Centre, St Kilda 

All CV Panel Umpires 

Monday, 30 September, 
2019, 7:00 pm 

Pre-season T&D, 
Performance Panel 

Centre, St CV CitiPower Kilda 

Tuesday, 1 October, 2019,  
7:30 pm 

CoM Meeting Doveton College 

Wednesday, 2 October, 
2019, 7:00 pm 

Pre-season T&D, 2nd XI 
Panel 

CV CitiPower Centre, St Kilda 

Thursday, 3 October, 
2019, 7:00 pm 

Pre-season T&D, 3rd /4th 

/WPC Panels 
CV CitiPower Centre, St Kilda 

Tuesday, 29 October, 
2019, 7:00 pm 

CV T&D CV CitiPower Centre, St Kilda 

Sunday, 3 November, 
2019 

Social Cricket Match, 
VCAUSA vs ACS 

Venue TBA 

Tuesday, 5 November, 
2019 

CUP Day BBQ, 12:00 
noon – “stumps” 

Carlton Cricket Club, Royal 
Parade, Carlton 

Thursday, 26 November, 
2019, 7:00 pm 

CV T&D CV CitiPower Centre, St Kilda 

Tuesday, 3 December, 
2019 

CoM Meeting Venue TBA 

Tuesday, 17 December, 
2019 

Sausage Sizzle (6:00 pm), 
CV T&D (7:00 pm) 

CV CitiPower Centre, St Kilda 

Thursday, 9 January, 2020 Restaurant Night Venue TBC 
Monday – Thursday, 13 – 
16 January, 2020, 7:00 pm 

CV T&Ds, (1st – 4th XI 
Panels different nights) 

CV CitiPower Centre, St Kilda 

Tuesday, 21 January,  
2020, 7:30 pm  

CoM Meeting  Venue TBA 

Tuesday, 11 February, 
2020, 7:00 pm 

CV T&D CV CitiPower Centre, St Kilda  

Thursday, 5 March, 2020, 
7:00 pm 

CV T&D (Finals Umpires 
only) 

CV CitiPower Centre, St Kilda 

Friday, 10 April, 2020 Premier Cricket Awards 
Night 

Venue TBA 

Friday, 8 May, 2020 VCAUSA Dinner and 
Presentation Night 

Veneto Club, Bulleen 

5 – 8 June, 2020 Joint SACUSA/VCASUSA 
Meeting Weekend 

Penola, South Australia 
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